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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant has amended claims 1, 8-10, 17, 20-23, canceled claim 18 and added 
claims 24-28 in the amendment filed on 9/30/2005. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-12, 17, 19-28 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. The language of claims 25 and 28 appear to be an attempting to employ the 
Markush style of claiming alternative limitation. Because of missing the word 
"consisting of after word "group" in the language of claims 25 and 28 page 7, line 2&1 1 , 
the language of claims 25 and 28 lacks of showing that a group consisting of certain 
specified materials. Thus, the scopes of the claims are unclear. MPEP 2173.05(h). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 102 
of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

5. Claims 1 -4, 6, 7, 9, 1 1 , 1 2, 1 7, 21 , 24, 25, 27 and 28 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dean et al (or hereinafter "Dean") (US 
6182131) in view of Weinreich et al (or hereinafter "Weinreich") (US 6175831). 
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As to claim 1 , Dean teaches the claimed limitations: 
"a method of automatically populating, maintaining and updating a web-based 
database" as automatically extract account information and transmit account information 
to an account manager of the Internet Service Provider (ISP) for automatically creating 
user accounts. The above information shows that transmitted account information is 
stored and populated in account manager of the ISP. The account manager of the ISP 
is not maintained and updated. The account manager of the ISP is a storage and not a 
web-based database (col. 3, lines 20-35); 

"transferring multiple records of individuals from an existing database to the web-based 
database automatically and without express registration action in the web-based 
database" as transmitting the extracted account information including a plurality of 
usernames in each user account 32 of account-registry 30 from LAN 10 to account 
manager 38 in Internet Service Provider (ISP) 22. Account manager 38 then utilizes the 
received account information to automatically create individual user accounts. The 
above information shows that user account information is transferred from each user 
account 32 of account registry 30 to the account manager in Internet Service Provider 
automatically and without express registration action in the Internet Service Provider by 
users of account registry 30. The account registry 30 is represented as an existing 
database. User names are presented as multiple records. Users are represented as 
individuals (col. 3 f lines 30-35; col. 1 , lines 38-39); 

"populating a web-based database with the multiple records of the individuals 
from the existing database without express registration action in the web-based 
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database" as transmitting the extracted account information including a plurality of 
usernames in each user account 32 of account registry 30 from LAN 10 to account 
manager 38 in Internet Service Provider (ISP) 22. Account manager 38 then utilizes the 
received account information to automatically create user accounts. The above 
information shows that user account information is populated in the account manager 
38 of the Internet Service Provider for creating individual user accounts and without 
express registration action in the Internet Service Provider by users of account registry 
30 (col. 3, lines 30-35; col. 1 , lines 38-39); 

"creating access accounts for the multiple individuals without express 
registration action in the web-based database by the individuals" as account manager 
38 then utilizes the received account information to automatically create individual user 
accounts. The above information shows that user accounts are created without express 
registration in the ISP by users of account information in account registry 30 (col. 3, 
lines 30-35). 

Dean does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "a web-based database; 
maintaining and updating a web-based database; transmitting at least one access 
account to at least one of the multiple individuals; enabling remote maintenance of the 
individual records by the individuals by use of the access account". 

Weinreich teaches claimed limitations: 
"a web-based database; maintaining and updating a web-based database" as database 
server updates database 70. The database 70 is represented as a web-based 
database (col. 18, lines 50-60); 
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"transmitting at least one access account to at least one of the multiple individuals" as 
sending a password to a user for updating user's personal profile (col. 7, lines 60-65; 
col. 13, lines 19-21); 

"enabling remote maintenance of the individual records by the individuals by use 
of the access account" as allow a user to update or remove his personal profile listing 
from pages records in database 70. To update his/her personal profile, he/she has to 
enter a password to logon the system for accessing his/her profile. The above 
information shows that the system automatically updates the user profile the database 
70 of the server by using the username and password as the access account. In light of 
specification, a web database is a database existing on a computer accessible across 
the Internet (page 4, lines 17-18). Thus, the database 70, which exists on server 
accessible across the Internet is represented as a web-based database (col. 18, lines 
20-30; col. 9, lines 4-10, col. 9, lines 37-45). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to apply Weinreich's teaching of sending a password to a 
user and using password to logon the system for updating user profile in database 70 to 
Dean's system in order to notify users to access their new accounts and further allow 
users directly update their accounts in a web database anytime via Internet quickly 
without take many hours to change their accounts. 

As to claim 2 r Dean teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the records are 
received by transfer across an electronic link" as the extracted account information is 
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received by transmitting extracted account information via external network. The 
external network is represented as an electronic link (fig. 1, col. 3, lines 30-35). 

As to claim 3, Dean and Weinreich discloses the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 1 , Weinreich further teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the 
electronic link is electronic mail" as electronic email (col. 2, lines 55-56). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Weinreich's teaching of electronic email to Dean's 
system in order to provide a quick, secure and convenient way for sending access 
accounts to computer users. 

As to claim 4, Dean teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the electronic link is 
selected from satellite systems, cable systems, direct modem connections, network 
connections, VPN connections, or Intranet connections" as network connections (col. 2, 
liens 7-20, fig. 1). 

As to claim 6, Dean teaches the claimed limitation " wherein the populating of the 
web-based database with the individual records further comprises manually mapping 
the records" as manually entering into a computer each individual username or user ID 
for which an account was to be created. The above information indicates manually 
mapping each individual username or user ID as records into computer for creating 
individual accounts (col. 1, lines 23-26). 
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As to claim 7, Dean teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the access accounts 
are generated automatically" as user accounts are created automatically (col. 3, lines 
33-34). 

As to claim 9, Dean and Weinreich disclose the claimed limitation subject matter 
in claiml, Weincreich further teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the access 
accounts are transmitted to the individuals by email". 

Weinreich teaches sending an email message containing a password to the user 
1 (col. 7, lines 61-55). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Weinreich's teaching of sending a email message, 
containing a password to the user to Dean's system in order to provide a secure and 
quick way for providing passwords to users to access their accounts. 

As to claim 11, Dean and Weinreich disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 1 , Weinreich further teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the remote 
maintenance occurs across the Internet" as updating user profile, which is stored in 
database 70 via the Internet (col. 18, lines 20-25; fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Weinreich's teaching of updating stored user profile in 
database 70 via Internet to Dean's system in order to allow users directly to update their 
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accounts in a web database anytime via a Internet system quickly and further provide 
their changed information that is shared to other users efficiently for future 
communication. 

As to claim 12, Dean and Weinreich disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 1, Weinreich further teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the remote 
maintenance comprises altering the individual records" as changing users profiles in 
database 70 (col. 18, lines 20-25; col. 9, lines 25-30). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Weinreich's teaching of changing users profiles in 
database 70to Dean's system in order to allow users directly change their accounts in a 
web database anytime via a network system quickly and further provide their changed 
information that is shared to other users easily and efficiently for future communication. 

As to claim 17, Dean teaches the claimed limitations: 

"a remotely accessible data storage system" as remotely accessible system 
that includes a server, client and Internet Service Provider (fig. 1, col. 2, lines 10-20); 

"a web-based database automatically populated with multiple customer data 
records without express registration action in the web-based database" as transmitting 
the extracted account information including a plurality of usernames in each user 
account 32 of account registry 30 from LAN 10 to account manager 38 in Internet 
Service Provider (ISP) 22. Account manager 38 then utilizes the received account 
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information to automatically create user accounts. The above information shows that 
user account information is automatically populated in the account manager 38 of the 
Internet Service Provider for creating individual user accounts. The account manager 
38 of ISP is a storage and is not a web-based database (col. 3, lines 30-35; col. 1 , lines 
38-39); 

"wherein said multiple customer record are transferred from an existing database" as 
transmitting the extracted account information including a plurality of usernames in each 
user account 32 of account registry 30 from LAN 10 to account manager 38 in Internet 
Service Provider (ISP) 22. Account registry 30 is represented as an existing database 
(col. 3, lines 30-35; col. 1, lines 38-39); 

"an account generator provided for creating multiple access accounts for the 
multiple customer data records" as the network administration software automatically 
creates user accounts for user information. The network administration software is 
represented as an account generator (col. 3, lines 37-40). 

Dean does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "a web-based database; a 
broadcast system provided for distributing the multiple access accounts to the multiple 
customers without a customer request; and an update system provided to enable 
customer access to the customer data records by use of the access accounts". 
Weinreich teaches the claimed limitations: 

"a broadcast system provided for distributing the multiple access accounts to the 
multiple customers without a customer request" as sending a password to a user for 
updating user's personal profile without user's request sending a password. Since this 
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allow users to enter passwords to logon the system; thus, passwords are distributed to 
users to allow users to access their profiles (col. 7, lines 60-65; col. 13, lines 19-21); 

"a web-based database; an update system provided to enable customer access to 
the customer data records by use of the access accounts" as allow a user to update or 
remove his personal profile listing from the with pages records in database 70. To 
update his/her personal profile, the he/she has to enter a password to logon the system 
for accessing his/her profile. The above information shows that the system 
automatically updates the user profile the database 70 of the server by using the 
username and password as the access account. In light of specification, a web 
database is a database existing on a computer accessible across the Internet (page 4, 
lines 17-18). Thus, the database 70 that exists on server accessible across the Internet 
is represented as a web-based database (col. 18, lines 20-30; col. 9, lines 4-10; col. 9, 
lines 35-45). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Weinreich's teaching of sending a password to a user 
and using password to logon the system for updating user profile in database 70 to 
Dean's system in order to notify users to access their new accounts and further allow 
users directly update their accounts in a web database anytime via a network system 
quickly without take many hours to change their accounts. 

As to claim 21, Dean and Weinreich disclose the claimed limitation subject matter 
in claim 17, Weinreich further teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the broadcast 
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system distributes the access accounts by email". Weinreich teaches sending an email 
message containing a password to the user 1 (col. 7, lines 61-55). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply WeinreiclYs teaching of sending a email message, 
containing a password to the user 1 to Dean's system in order to provide a secure and 
quick way for providing passwords to users for accessing their account. 

As to claim 24, Dean teaches the claimed limitations: 

"a method of automatically populating, maintaining and updating a web-based 
database" as automatically extracting account information and transmitting account 
information to the Internet Service Provider (ISP) for automatically creating user 
accounts. The above information shows that transmitted account information is stored 
and populated in account manager of the ISP automatically. The account manager of 
the ISP is not maintained and updated. The account manager of the ISP is a storage 
and not is a web-based database (col. 3, lines 20-35); 

"transferring multiple customer records comprising contact information of multiple 
customers from an existing database to the web-based database automatically and 
without express registration action in the web-based database by the customers" as 
transmitting the extracted account information including a plurality of usernames in each 
user account 32 of account registry 30 from LAN 10 to account manager 38 in Internet 
Service Provider (ISP) 22. Account manager 38 then utilizes the received account 
information to automatically create individual user accounts. The above information 
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shows that user account information is transferred from each user account 32 of 
account registry 30 to the account manager in Internet Service Provider automatically 
and without express registration action in the Internet Service Provider by users of 
account registry 30. The account registry 30 is represented as an existing database. 
The usernames are represented as contact information (col. 3, lines 30-35; col. 1, lines 
38-39); 

"populating the web-based database with the records of the multiple customers 
from the existing database without express registration action in the web-based 
database" as transmitting the extracted account information including a plurality of 
usernames in each user account 32 of account registry 30 from LAN 10 to account 
manager 38 in Internet Service Provider (ISP) 22. Account manager 38 then utilizes the 
received account information to automatically create user accounts. The above 
information shows that user account information is populated in the account manager 
38 of the Internet Service Provider for creating individual user accounts automatically 
(col. 3, lines 30-35; col. 1, lines 38-39); 

"creating temporary access accounts for each of the multiple customers without 
express registration action in the web-based database by the customers" as account 
manager 38 then utilizes the received account information to automatically create 
individual user accounts. The above information shows that user accounts are created 
without express registration in the ISP by users of account information in account 
registry 30 (col. 3, lines 30-35). 
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Dean does not explicitly teach the claimed limitation "a web-based database; 
maintaining and updating a web-based database; broadcasting the temporary access 
accounts to the multiple customers and enabling remote modification of the customer 
records by the customers by use of the access account". 
Weinreich teaches the claimed limitations: 

"a web-based database; maintaining and updating a web-based database" as 
database server updates database 70 (col. 18, lines 50-65); 

"broadcasting the temporary access accounts to the multiple customers" as 
sending a password to a user for updating user's personal profile without user's request 
sending a password. Since this allow users to enter passwords to logon the system; 
thus, passwords are distributed to users to allow users to access their profiles (col. 7, 
lines 60-65; col. 13, lines 19-21); 

"enabling remote modification of the customer records by the customers by use of 
the access account" as allow a user to update or remove his personal profile listing from 
the with pages records in database 70. To update his/her personal profile, he/she has 
to enter a password to logon the system for accessing his/her profile. The above 
information shows that the system automatically updates the user profile the database 
70 of the server by using the username and password as the access account. In light of 
specification, a web database is a database existing on a computer accessible across 
the Internet (page 4, lines 17-18). Thus, the database 70 that exists on server 
accessible across the Internet is represented as a web-based database (col. 18, lines 
20-30; col. 9, lines 4-10; col. 9, lines 37-45). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Weinreich's teaching of sending a password to a user and 
using password to logon the system for updating user profile in database 70 to Dean's 
system in order to notify users to access their new accounts and further allow users 
directly update their accounts in a web database anytime via a network system quickly 
without take many hours to change their accounts. 

As to claim 25, Dean and Weinreich disclose the claimed limitation subject matter 
in claim 24, Weinreich further teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the contact 
information comprises at least one type of information chosen from the following group: 
mailing address, phone number; voice mail number; cellular phone number; pager 
number; beeper number; fax number and email address" as contact information 
comprises email address (col. 21, lines 55-57). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Weinreich's teaching of contact information comprises 
email address to Dean's system in order to provide a quick and convenient way for 
computer users to communicate. 

As to claim 27, Dean and Weinreich disclose the claimed limitation subject matter 
in claim 24, Robertson further teaches the claimed limitation "wherein the modification is 
a correction" as editing user profile indicates modification is a correction (col. 18, lines 
20-23). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Weinreich's teaching of editing user profile to Dean's 
system in order to provide updated user information to other users for future 
communication corretly. 

As to claim 28, Dean and Weinreich disclose the claimed limitation subject matter 
in claim 24, except the claimed limitation "wherein the broadcasting is performed by at 
least one means chosen from the following group; facsimile; email; telephone; mobile 
telephone; pager; and standard email". Weinreich teaches sending a email message 
containing a password to the user 1 indicates that the broadcasting is performed by 
email (col. 7, lines 61-55). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to apply Weinreich's teaching of sending a email message, 
containing a password to the user 1 to Dean's system in order to provide a secure and 
quick way for providing passwords to users to access their account. 

6. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dean in 
view of Weinreich (US 6175831) and further in view of Champagne (US 6925477). 

As to claim 5, Dean and Robertson disclose the claimed limitation subject matter in 
claiml, except the claimed limitation "wherein the populating of the web-based 
database with the individual records further comprises automatically mapping the 
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records". Champagne teaches automatically mapping remote database 32 to host 
database 12 (col. 8, lines 56-57). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Champagne's teaching of automatically mapping 
remote database 32 to host database 12 to Dean's system and Weinreich's system in 
order to reduce the amount of time required to map a large records and further eliminate 
human error during mapping records to another system. 

7. Claims 8, 10, 20, 22, 23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dean in view of Weinreich and further in view of Ram et al (or 
hereinafter "Ram") (US 6625258). 

As to claim 8, Dean and Robertson disclose the claimed limitation subject matter 
in claim 1, except the claimed limitation "wherein the access accounts are transmitted 
to the individuals by fax". Ram teaches a system provides different type of 
communication including fax (col. 3, lines 45-50). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to apply Ram's teaching of a system providing different types of 
communication including fax to Dean's system and Robertson in order to reduce 
routing cost for sending access accounts or any other type of information to users. 
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As to claim 10, Dean and Robertson disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 1 .except the claimed limitation "the access accounts are transmitted to 
the individual by a media selected from voice mail, physical address, or pager". 

Ram teaches a system provides different type of communication including voice 
mail and pager (col. 14, lines 55-63). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to apply Ram's teaching of a system providing different types of 
communication including voice mail and pager to Dean's system and Robertson's 
system in order to save time and cost for mailing user access accounts to users and 
further provide a secure quick and convince way for mailing use access accounts to 
users. 

As to claim 20, Dean and Weinreich disclose the claimed limitation subject matter 
in claim 17, except the claimed limitation "wherein the broadcast system distributes the 
access accounts by facsimile". 

Ram teaches a system provides different type of communication including fax (col. 3 f 
lines 45-50). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to apply Ram's teaching of a system providing different types of 
communication including fax to Dean's system and Robertson in order to reduce 
routing cost for sending access accounts or any other type of information. 
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As to claim 22, Dean and Weinreich disclose the claimed limitation subject matter in 
claim 17, except the claimed limitation "wherein the broadcast system distributes the 
access accounts by a media selected from voice mail, instant messaging, mail, or by 
pager. 

Ram teaches a system provides different type of communication including 
voice mail and pager (col. 14, lines 55-63). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to apply Ram's teaching of a system providing different types of 
communication including voice mail and pager to Dean's system and Robertson's 
system in order to save time and cost for mailing user access accounts to users and 
further to fulfill these needs, one requires the ability to send and receive messages, 
access information and entertainment, conduct business transaction, organize and stay 
in touch with homes, and offices from almost anywhere, at any time, as easily as using 
voice mail. 

As to claim 23, Dean and Weinreich disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 17, except the claimed limitation "wherein the broadcast system 
distributes the access numbers by a combination of fax, email, and voice mail". 

Ram teaches a system provides different type of communication including voice 
mail, email and fax (col. 3, lines 45-50). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art the time the 
invention was made to apply Ram's teaching of a system providing different types of 
communication including voice mail, email and fax to Dean's system and Weinreich's 
system in order to allow a system or a user to have more choices in broadcasting 
different kind of information to other users or another system. 

As to claim 26, Dean and Robertson discloses the claimed limitation subject matter 
in claim 24, except the claimed limitation "wherein the remote modification is enabled by 
use of a telephone number". Ram teaches changing subscriber's profile including 
changing a welcome greeting, a password, records, is performed via a phone access 
(col. 13, lines 22-27). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Ram's teaching of changing subscriber's profile 
including changing a welcome greeting, a password, records, is performed via a phone 
access to Dean's system and Robertson's system in order to save time and cost for 
updating user accounts and further provide a secure quick and convince way for 
updating user accounts. 

8. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Dean in 
view of Weinreich and further in view of Lee (US 6108691). 

As to claim 19, Dean and Weinreich disclose the claimed limitation subject 
matter in claim 17, except the claimed limitation "wherein the customer data records 
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include marketing profiles". Lee teaches providing multiple database records of similar 
promotional information with different vendors (col. 4, lines 45-55; col. 5, lines 25-45). 

It would have been obvious to a person of an ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to apply Lee's teaching of providing multiple database records 
of similar promotional information with different vendors to Dean's system and 
Weinreich's system in order to obtain information necessary to the conduct of business 
from proliferating networks and services. 
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Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kurganov (US 6807257) provides a system that allows the subscriber to maintain 
and manage certain contact lists in a database server and provides different types of 
communication such as email, fax, pages and telephone numbers. This subject 
matter is relevance for claims 1-12 and 17-23. 

1 0. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth 
in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Contact Information 



1 2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Cam Y T Truong whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4042. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Firday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Breene can be reached on (571 ) 272-4107. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571 ) 272-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Cam-Y Truong 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2162 
10/15/2005 



